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From	the	Editor’s	Desk…	
This	issue	brings	us	to	the	end	of	my	fiJh	year	as	editor	of	the	Morgan	Link.	It	has	been	quite	the	journey	building	
our	newsleOer	into	a	magazine.	The	content	has	been	varied,	based	on	Morgan,	but	with	some	different	automoSve	
pieces	thrown	in	for	variety.	It	became	a	full	Sme	job	so	we	knew	things	had	to	change.	

StarSng	in	January,	a	new	format	will	begin.	We	will	have	four	Morgan	Links	a	year	and	eight	Link	Lights.	These	will	
be	scaled	back	Mini-Morgan	Links	with	less	content.	Your	comments	on	the	new	version	will	be	appreciated	as	we	
try	to	bring	you	your	favourite	parts	and	move	other	things	to	the	four	full	Morgan	Links.	Let	me	know	if	you	want	
more	or	less	of	some	of	the	content.	AJer	all,	it	is	for	you!		

We	are	sSll	going	to	need	content.	Please	conSnue	to	send	your	ideas,	photos,	arScles,	and	stories	so	we	can	keep	
our	magazine	relevant.	Members	enjoy	seeing	photos	of	your	cars	and	I	am	sure	they	are	ge[ng	Sred	of	seeing	
more	views	of	mine!	I	especially	enjoy	seeing	photos	of	you	on	the	road	with	your	
Morgan	in	interesSng	locaSons.		

If	you	have	a	project	going	with	your	car,	please	share	the	story	with	us.	There	is	
always	going	to	be	other	members	thinking	of	doing	similar	things	and	your	
guidance	showing	shortcuts,	pi\alls,	etc.	are	invaluable.		

The	other	place	where	you	can	share	informaSon	is	on	our	website.	Marv	Coulthard	
and	Pat	Leask	are	in	the	process	of	rebuilding	our	website	and	they	can	always	use	
relevant	material.	If	you	have	an	idea,	talk	to	them.	

Finally,	if	you	want	to	get	involved	in	the	Morgan	Link,	let	me	know.	Maybe	someday	
I	will	finally	be	able	to	reSre!	

Happy	reading	and	safe	driving!	

																																																																																						The	Morgan	Link																																																

						December	2022																					Editor	–	Steve	Blake																						sblake@telus.net	

The	Morgan	Link	is	the	nearly	monthly	magazine	of	the	PACIFIC	MORGAN	OWNERS	GROUP,	a	non-profit	organizaSon	serving	Morgan	
automobile	enthusiasts	and	friends	across	the	globe.		

Copyright	©	2022	by	PACIFIC	MORGAN	OWNERS	GROUP.																																																																							

Permission	must	be	requested	to	reproduce	any	porSons	of	this	magazine.	If	granted,	give	PACMOG	credit,	acknowledging	the	issue,	
author,	source,	or	photographer	stated.	Email	the	editor	for	permission.	

SubmiEng	Material	for	PublicaIon:		Email	content	to	the	above	address.		Deadline:	10th	of	the	month	of	publicaSon	or	by	special	
arrangement	from	the	editor.	Ask	for	an	extension,	you	will	most	likely	get	it!	

Submissions	by	email	preferred.	Text	should	be	in	.doc,	.docx,	.txt,	or	.r\	formats.	Pdf	files	would	need	to	allow	full	access	to	change	
content.	Photos	should	be	sent	in	as	high	a	resoluSon	as	possible.	Send	photos	separate	from	arScles.	The	Editor	reserves	the	right	to	
edit	material	for	style,	content,	relevance,	collegiality,	spelling,	grammar,	length,	and	appropriateness	for	the	Morgan	Link.	

AdverIsing:		Limited	non-commercial	adverSsing	is	free	to	members.	Commercial	adverSsing	is	available	at	a	cost	of	$25	for	a	business	
card	size	for	one	year.	Business	card	size	is	approximately	1/8th	of	a	page.	Larger	ads	are	accepted	at	-	Full	page	-	$200,	half	page	$100,	
and	1/4	page	is	$50	per	year	for	the	number	of	issues	be	publish	(8-12).	

Disclaimer:		While	we	make	an	effort	to	ensure	that	material	presented	in	the	Morgan	Link	is	accurate,	neither	PACMOG,	nor	its	
directors,	or	the	authors	can	be	held	responsible	for	any	inaccuracy	or	error	in	any	arScle	or	adverSsement.	It	is	up	to	the	readers	to	
saSsfy	themselves	that	any	technical	or	other	advice,	soluSon,	method,	material,	product	or	service	is	right	for	them	and	their	vehicle.		

Respectfully,                                                   
Steve Blake

mailto:morganlink@telus.net
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This	month	you	will	get	the	first	noSce	of	our	AGM	that	is	
happening	on	Wednesday,	February	8,	2023.	This	will	include	
a	call	for	nominaSons	and	by-law	changes.	The	second	noSce	
will	come	in	January	which	will	include	the	full	slate	of	people	
willing	to	stand	for	an	execuSve	posiSon.	

Please	give	consideraSon	to	how	you	can	contribute	to	your	
club	and	give	your	full	support	to	those	who	are	standing	to	
run	for	execuSve	posiSons.		

We	do	not	have	any	new	business	to	discuss	at	the	AGM	at	
this	point	so	expect	the	meeSng	to	last	about	15	minutes.	
Please	take	some	Sme	to	join	us	so	we	can	have	a	quorum	
and	not	have	to	hound	you	for	a	second	chance.	We	will	have	
virtual	cookies	to	enSce	you	to	aOend!	

As	we	move	into	the	New	Year,	we	will	be	looking	for	events	
to	fill	our	calendar.	I	look	forward	to	breakfast	meeSngs,	
lunch	meeSngs,	drives,	and	any	other	idea	that	you	can	think	
up.	I	believe	that	variety	creates	a	spark	of	interest	and	it	
would	be	nice	to	see	our	Morgans	out	together.	

Let	the	directors	know	if	you	would	like	to	organize	one	of	
these	events	or	if	there	is	something	in	parScular	you	would	
like	to	do	that	one	of	us	can	organize.	

CongratulaSons	to	Susan	Blake	for	having	her	photo	selected	
for	the	UK	Morgan	Sports	Car	Club’s	2022	Calendar.	See	the	
photo	on	Page	56.	We	have	used	a	different	version	of	it	for	
our	cover	shot	this	month.	

The	ExecuSve	commiOee	would	like	to	wish	everyone		happy	
holidays	and	a	Merry	Christmas!	May	the	2023	year	bring	you	
happiness,	health	and	joy	and	my	you	have	many	memorable	
miles	on	the	road	with	your	Morgan!	

Stay	safe!	

PACMOG	Directors

Chair,	Editor	

Steve	Blake	

sblake@telus.net

Vice	Chair,	Webmaster				
Tom	Morris	

tomm8847@telus.net

Events																								
Ken	Miles	
kengmiles@telus.net

Communications																						
Chris	Brunt-Tompsett	

cabt@shaw.ca	

Island	and	Inland	
Liaison																						
Jane	Cowan	
janecowan@shaw.ca	

Treasurer																											
Pat	Miles	

pat_miles@hotmail.com	

Membership,	Regalia		
Brian	Nixon	

nixon.b@outlook.com

Report	from	the	ExecuSve-	December	2022	
By	Steve	Blake,	Chair

New	Members	

No	new	members	this	month.	

Remember	to	pay	your	dues	by	December	31st!	

mailto:pat_miles@hotmail.com
mailto:nixon.b@outlook.com
mailto:sblake@telus.net
mailto:tomm8847@telus.net
mailto:pat_miles@hotmail.com
mailto:cabt@shaw.ca
mailto:janecowan@shaw.ca
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																									Cover	Photo	Credit:		
This	month’s	cover	photo	was	taken	by	Susan	Blake	of	
Steve	in	their	1991	Morgan	Plus	8	in	the	snow.	

Contributors	
Thank	you	to	the	following	people	for	contribuSng	
arScles,	photos,	ideas,	or	opinions	to	make	this	magazine	
a	success.	

Susan	Blake,	Dave	Doroghy,	Andrew	Smith,	Lorne	
Goldman,	Alistair	Crooks,		ValenSn	Tanase,	Jacques	
Gallien,	Gary	Bell,	Laurel	Gurnsey,	Roger	Mulloy,	Chris	
Bright,	Jane	Cowan,	Dennis	Glavis,	James	Gilbert	(MMC),	
Marv	Coulthard,	David	Stephen,	Mark	Dixon,	Colin	
Gurnsey,	Vern	Dale-Johnson,	Ted	Thorne,	Daniel	Berman,		
Pat	Miles,	Frank	Kaufman,	Kit	Raetsen	

PACMOG	ConsItuIon:	

The	 purpose	 of	 the	 society	 is	 to	 encourage	 the	
restoraSon,	preservaSon	and	enjoyment	of	all	Morgan	
Motor	 Company	 vehicles.	 The	 group	 will	 foster	
communicaSon,	cooperaSon,	educaSon	and	recreaSon	
among	 all	 members	 by	 holding	 regular	 monthly	
meeSngs	 as	 well	 as	 drives,	 social	 events,	 shows	 and	
other	events	related	to	cars.	By	doing	this	we	can	enjoy	
the	 company	 of	 other	 enthusiasts	 and	 share	 our	
passion	 with	 members	 of	 the	 public	 as	 well	 as	
PACMOG	members.

Non-voSng	member	aOending	
Board	MeeSngs	as	Secretary	

Susan	Blake	
susanblake@telus.net			

PACMOG	is	affiliated	with:	
The	Morgan	Sports	Car	Club	(MSCC)	UK	
The	Morgan	Sports	Car	Club	of	Canada	
The	Morgan	Historic	Register	
BriSsh	Car	Council	Inc.	

Insured	with	Aviva	Insurance	Company	of	Canada	
through	Arthur	J.	Gallagher	Canada	Limited	
Markham,	ON		L6G	1C3	

mailto:susanblake@telus.net
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Merry	Christmas	for	Morgan	Motor	Company
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On	the	Road!	

This	secSon	highlights	Morgan	cars	spoOed	on	the	road	or	parked	in	scenic	locaSons.		
Send	in	your	photos!	

1980	Morgan	Plus	8	Turbo	

Thanks	to	Marv	Coulthard	for	sending	in	these	photos.	
They	were	taken	by	his	step-daughter,	Angie,	at	the	
Vancouver	Sheraton	Wall	Centre.	

The	Morgan	is	displayed	in	the	lobby.	It	is	a	buOer	
cream	with	brown	fenders.	

We	thought	this	was	Garry	Wagenaar’s	car	(from	
Ladysmith)	but	it	turns	out	that	it	is	a	different	
Morgan.	Any	ideas	of	who	it	belongs	to?	

Rumoured	a	property	developer?
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Above	-	George	Stephen	enjoying	Grandpa	David’s	1962	Morgan	Plus	4.	(David	Stephen	photo)	
Below	-	Morgan	for	sale	at	Beaulieu.	Thanks	to	Octane	Magazine	(Believed	to	be	a	Mark	Dixon	photo)
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The	Island	Christmas	Party	
By	Jane	Cowan	

December	11th	was	the	
evening	of	yet	another	special	
Christmas	Party	hosted	by	the	
marvellous	Reddingtons.	As	
usual,	the	house	was	
decorated	to	the	hilt	and	the	
food	wonderful	and	plenSful.	
Many	thanks	to	Treacy	and	
Lloyd.	As	there	were	a	few	
less	than	at	past	gatherings	-	
due,	in	part,	to	recent	
personal	losses	of	members	-	
everyone	had	a	chance	to	
mingle	and	share	stories	of	
the	past	year’s	experiences.	
The	Horsleys	came	up	from	
Washington	State,	the	
Muehlings	came	from	
Crescent	Beach	and	Marv	and	
Tara	came	over	from	Salt	
Spring	Island.	Islanders	
aOending	were	Harry	and	
Mandy	Broersma,	Ron	and	
Norma	Akehurst	(who	even	came	in	their	1963	Morgan	Plus	4),	Kit	Raetson	and	Jo	Cockshut,	Anna	and	Sam	
Rochfort,	Garnet	Irwin,	Jane	Cowan,	David	and	Pauline	Stephen,	and	Pat	and	Norma	Leask.	All	in	all,	it	was	a	great	
evening!	

(Kit	Raetsen	photos)
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Out	of	Range!	
Petersen	Museum	Santa	Paula	Coffee	and	Cars	

Photo	essay	by	Dennis	Glavis	
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Rainy	Day	on	Buffalo	Street!	
Photos	submi9ed	by	Dennis	Glavis	

Think	of	how	many	of	our	drives	were	in	the	rain	last	year!	It	is	nice	to	see	that	even	in	Gilbert,	Arizona,	they	are	
not	immune	to	rainy	days	for	Morgan	events.
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AGM,	Dues,	MeeSngs,	Snapshot	Contest	

Dues!	

Don’t	forget	to	send	in	your	2023	dues	by	December	31,	2022	to		
Pat	Miles,	the	PacMOG	treasurer	at		

15410	Kildare	Drive,	Surrey,	BC	V3S	6B9	or	by	e-transfer	to		
pat_miles@hotmail.com		

Annual	General	MeeSng	
Mark	your	Calendars!	

Our	AGM	is	being	held	by	Zoom	MeeSng	on		
Wednesday,	February	8,	2023	at	7:00	PM	

You	will	get	a	Zoom	invitaSon	prior	to	the	meeSng.	
Watch	your	emails	for	noSficaSon	of	the	MeeSng	and	Director	Reports.	

$ $

* *

mailto:pat_miles@hotmail.com
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hOps://www.morgan-motor.com/experience-morgan/morgan-driving-tours/ 

https://www.morgan-motor.com/experience-morgan/morgan-driving-tours/
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Go	to	Morgan	Motor	Company	website	on	the	preceding	page	for	more	details.
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Dave	is	sSll	on	a	working	holiday	in	Austria.	

Thanks	to	Roger	Mulloy	for	submi[ng	this	humour	in	Dave’s	place.	



The	Morgan	Link 15 December	2022

Great	Escapes	and	Harrowing	Adventures	-	Part	2		
By	Laurel	Gurnsey	

(ArScle	originally	wriOen	for	the	Classic	Car	Club	magazine	‘The	Bumper	Guardian’)		

 	
The	selecSon	below	is	from	’One	Crowded	Hour’,	wriOen	by	Sir	Arthur	Conan	Doyle	in	1918.	It	is	Chapter	Two	of	
‘Danger!	and	Other	Stories’,	available	at	www.goodreads.com.	Danger	awaits	in	the	dark	on	a	lonely	road.	
 	
“The place was the Eastbourne-Tunbridge road, not very far from Cross in Hand — a lonely 
stretch…The time was half-past eleven upon a Sunday night in the late summer. A motor was 
passing slowly down the road. It was a long, lean Rolls-Royce, running smoothly with a gentle purring 
of the engine. Through the two vivid circles cast by the electric head-lights the waving grass 
fringes…streamed swiftly like some golden cinematograph, leaving a blacker darkness behind and 
around them…The solitary man who drove...pulled a mask of dark cloth…across his face...he 
uncovered an acetylene hand-lantern…and laid it beside a Mauser pistol upon the seat.”	
 	
My	previous	arScle	involved	danger	and	harrowing	escapes	with	grown-up	adventurers.	This	second	part	was	
sparked	by	a	vintage	car	photo	sent	recently	by	a	friend	who	found	it	on	one	of	those	Internet	trolls	meant	to	be	
funny.	Far	from	funny,	this	now	horrifies	any	of	our	generaSon	who	realize	how	harrowing	an	adventure	that	those	
old	car	trips	really	were.	Do	you	remember	sleeping	in	the	back	of	the	car	like	this?	

http://www.goodreads.com/
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I	remember	long	car	trips	when	I	was	small.	My	father	got	two	week’s	holiday	every	year	and	we	would	pack	up	
camping	gear	and	car	games	and	homework	for	my	brother	and	myself	(we	got	those	holidays	in	September	and	
had	to	miss	school.)	
		
We	had	a	Rambler	sedan	and	then	later	a	Rambler	staSon	wagon	where	the	luxurious	spot	in	the	back	would	be	
laid	out	at	night	with	sleeping	bags	and	pillows	for	John	and	I	to	curl	up	and	sleep	while	my	mom	and	dad	drove	
all	night	to	get	to	Disneyland	or	the	Alamo	in	Texas	or	any	other	interesSng	desSnaSon	we	decided	on.	Long	
miles,	lots	of	star	watching	out	of	the	back	windows	of	the	car	as	the	miles	sped	by.	No	seatbelts.	Laying	there	
comfy	but	completely	unprotected	if	there	had	been	an	accident.	
		
So…what	protecSon	did	our	Classic	Cars	have	for	children	or	even	adults	in	the	Classic	Era?	Colin	put	a	handgrip	
for	me	in	the	passenger	side	of	our	1936	LG45	Lagonda	DHC.	That	helps	when	we	make	sharp	turns.	A	friend	in	
our	car	circle	fell	out	the	passenger	door	of	their	Buga[	as	it	turned	a	corner	at	speed.	No	broken	bones	but	
shock	and	dismay.	A	child	may	not	have	fared	as	well.	A	note	about	those	great	car	trips…	sprawled	out	in	the	
back	seat	watching	the	countryside	pass	by,	we	read	books,	played	great	games	like	‘count	the	cows	in	the	field’	
or	‘how	many	different	license	plates	can	we	idenSfy…’	Friends	Karen	and	Barrie	Hutchinson	gave	us	a	wonderful	
heritage	car	game	called	‘The	Great	Automobile	Card	Game…’Touring’…a	race	of	110	miles.	The	goal	is	to	
complete	a	series	of	tasks	that	build	up	points	called	‘Miles’.	The	‘delay’	cards	include	‘puncture,	out	of	gasoline,	
collision’,	etc.		

Great	fun!	

																													Dad	and	John	in	Virginia	City																																																		Touring	Game	by	Parker	Brothers	(1926)
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Seat	Belts	in	Vintage	Cars	
By	Colin	Gurnsey	(originally	wriOen	for	the	Bumper	Guardian)	

		
The	standard	structure	of	automobiles	began	to	change	significantly	during	the	1960’s.	Manufacturers	introduced	
‘uni-bodied’	automobiles	and	began	crash	tesSng	and	introduced	designs	that	provided	for	selecSve	structural	
failure	to	absorb	the	shock	of	impact.	All	of	these	measures	were	designed	to	improve	passenger	safety.		Seat	
belts	were	but	one	of	the	many	safety	measures	required	of	automobile	manufacturers.	
		
A	search	of	available	literature	suggests	standardized	seat	belts	became	available	in	automobiles	beginning	about	
1964.	Automobiles	manufactured	prior	to	that	date	are	exempt	from	seat	belts	in	most	jurisdicSons.	The	wording	
of	later	legislaSon	pertaining	to	restraints	for	minor	children	though	is	a	bit	more	ambiguous.	Some	of	the	
legislaSon	requires	manufacturers	to	provide	seatbelts,	while	other	legislaSon,	specifically	focused	on	children,	
requires	children	to	be	properly	secured	in	a	vehicle.	
		
Again,	for	most	jurisdicSons,	there	are	two	sets	of	law	codes	to	refer	to	regarding	seat	belts	or	occupant	restraint	
laws.		The	first	code	being	the	jurisdicSon	in	which	you	live,	ie.	for	SeaOleites	it	would	be	the	Revised	Code	of	
Washington	followed	by	the	Code	of	Federal	Regula@ons.	In	BriSsh	Columbia	where	I	live,	it	would	be	respecSvely	
the	Provincial	Statute	followed	by	the	Federal	laws.	Generally,	the	first	code	sets	out	what	you	must	do	while	the	
second	code	sets	out	what	the	manufacturers	must	do.	
		
It’s	now	universally	understood	that	we	are	all	required	to	wear	a	seat	belt.	But	if	a	car	doesn’t	have	enough,	or	
any,	seatbelts	the	Revised	Code	of	Washington	states	that	it	only	applies	to	vehicles	that	meets	the	Safety	Belt	
standards	set	in	the	Code	of	Federal	Regula@ons.	When	it	comes	to	children,	the	general	rules	require	that	all	kids	
be	properly	secured	in	the	car.	For	kids	under	age	8	or	shorter	than	4	feet	9	inches	a	car	seat	or	booster	seat	must	
be	used.	All	kids	under	age	13	must	be	in	the	back	seat.	However,	these	laws	have	some	excepSons	such	as	child	
restraint	rules	not	applying	where	the	car	isn’t	required	to	have	seat	belts.		
		
An	excellent	arScle	in	the	‘Bellingham	Herald’	Stled	“Seat	Belt,	safety	laws	not	enforced	for	classic	cars”	sets	out	
requirements	for	seat	belts	and	the	excepSons	under	the	Code	of	Federal	Regula@ons.	Even	though	there	appears	
to	be	child	restraint	excepSons	for	vintage	cars	every	owner	of	‘classics’	must	pay	aOenSon	to	the	ambiguity	of	
what	he	must	do	versus	what	the	manufacturer	must	do.		While	adults	appear	exempt	from	using	seatbelts	in	
‘classic’s	I’m	not	so	sure	that	the	exempSon	equally	applies	to	children.	
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Actual	GM	Billboards	put	up	in	Detroit,	Michigan	
By	Vern	Dale-Johnson
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T h r e e  w h e e l e r s 
NEW  2023 Morgan Super3 
Three Wheeler – Order 
yours today as US vehicles 
soon to begin production
2021 Morgan Three 
Wheeler – Metallica 
Matt Silver, Saddle Brown 
Leather // 110 edition

2017 Morgan Three 
Wheeler – Jet Green, 
Tan Leather // low miles - like new

2013 Morgan Three Wheeler 
– Grabber Blue, Scarlet Red 
Leather // sold new by ourselves

1933 Morgan MX4 Super Sport 
– Silver, Matchless water-cooled 
engine // ground up restoration

1930 Morgan Aero Van – MX4 
Vee twin engine, Pozzi Blue, Scarlet 
red leather // fully restored

R O A D S T E R S
NEW  2023 Morgan Plus Six – 
the new era of performance and 
refinement // order your example

NEW  2023 Morgan Plus Four – 
automatic, eight speed paddle shifter 
or six speed manual transmission 
2019 Morgan Plus Four – Polished 
aluminum with BRG wings // 850 miles!
2019 Morgan Plus Four – 
Sports Blue, Honey Leather, ‘65 
Tribute chassis // 1800 miles!
2005 Morgan V6 Roadster – Blue/
Grey Leather // 3,584 miles!
2005 Morgan V6 Roadster – Regency 
Purple/Grey Leather // 1,385 miles!

A N N I V E R S A R Y  E D I T I O N S
2003 Morgan Plus 8 – Royal Ivory, 
Mulberry Leather // 18k miles!

2002 Morgan Plus 8 – Rolls 
Royce Garnet Metallic, Gray 
Leather // 35k miles!
2002 Morgan Plus 8 – BRG, 
LeMans ‘62, Only one in 
North America // #1/40!
2001 Morgan Plus 8 – BRG, 
Tan Leather // 6 litre ls2 
Corvette powered!
1998 Morgan Plus 8 – BRG, 
Tan Leather // 12k miles!
1967 Morgan Plus 4 Super Sport 
– BRG, Dark Red leather/White 
hardtop // stunning restoration!
1967 Morgan Plus 4 low body – 
Burgandy/Black wings, Black vinyl 
// beautiful driving example!
1967 Morgan Plus 4 drophead coupe 
– Ivory body/Irish Green wings, Ivory 
leather // reCent ground up restoration!
1963 Morgan Plus 4 roadster – 
BRG, Black leather, 2-seater, well 
maintained // ground up restoration!
1960 Morgan Plus 4 drophead 
coupe, grand lux – Ivory on Regency 
Red, matching Red leather interior, 
councours quality // morgan restorod!
1955 Morgan Plus 4 roadster 
– Red Center Body/Black Wings, 
Black Leather // left-hand-drive

1954 Morgan Plus 4 – Yellow, 
Black interior, interim-cowl 
example // right-hand-drive

1929 Morgan/GN Blackburne 
Aero – Single seater, racing 
history // one of a kind

O T H E R  M A R Q U E S
NEW  2022 Allard J2X 
MkIII – Coming soon!
1965 Sunbeam tiger mk1a 
– Race Rally Prepped!
1962 Fiat O.S.C.A. 1500s cabriolet 
by pininfarina. Perfection!
1953 Jaguar xk 120 Fully restored 
by XK’s Unlimited in 1995!

DENNIS GLAVIS 
MANAGING DIRECTOR 
3003 PICO BOULEVARD 
SANTA MONICA, CA 90405

(310) 998-3311
dennis@morganwest.net

W W W . M O R G A N W E S T . N E T
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The	Insider’s	History	of	Valvetrains	
By	Chris	Bright	(Courtesy	of	Collector	Part	Exchange)	

It’s	Sme	go	inside	the	internal	combusSon	engine	and	take	a	closer	look	at	the	all-important	valvetrain.	This	is	
the	assembly	that	regulates	the	fuel-air	mixture’s	flow	into	the	combusSon	chamber	(intake),	seals	it	shut	to	
build	compression	for	the	power	stroke,	and	finally	removes	the	gases	aJerward	(exhaust).	An	engine,	in	its	
essence,	is	actually	just	a	big	air	pump	and	this	system	controls	how	and	when	the	air	moves.		

In	a	four-stroke,	gasoline-powered	engine,	this	is	a	delicate	dance	that	is	highly	choreographed,	and	any	
misalignment	is	magnified.	Valvetrains	come	in	many	different	configuraSons	ranging	from	the	early	side-valve	
engines	(aka	“flatheads”)	to	highly	complex	pneumaSc	systems	that	became	all	the	rage	in	1980s	F1	cars.		
By	the	end	of	this	arScle,	you’ll	know	your	pushrods	from	your	desmodromic	valves	(where	the	DucaS	
Desmosedici	gets	its	name),	as	we	explore	the	innovaSons	and	innovators	that	got	us	to	where	we	are	today.		

The Key Components

Let’s	take	a	quick	moment	to	orient	ourselves	to	the	main	subcomponents	that	make	up	the	valvetrain.	They	are	
as	follows:	

	Valves	—	They	have	one	and	only	one	funcSon:	to	seal.	They	need	to	create	a	Sght	closure	of	the	aperture	so	
that	the	gases	stay	inside	to	build	pressure	for	the	combusSon	and	power	strokes,	as	well	as	not	allow	gases	to	
go	in	the	wrong	direcSon.	There	can	be	as	few	as	two	valves	per	cylinder	and	up	to	five.	(Okay,	some	do	have	a	
secondary	funcSon,	that	being	the	creaSon	of	vorSces	in	the	chamber	to	evenly	distribute	the	fuel-air	mixture,	
but	that’s	a	topic	for	longer	discussion.)	

	CamshaTs	(Opening	Mechanism)	—	Almost	100	percent	of	the	Sme	this	is	a	camshaJ.	A	series	of	cam	lobes	
converts	rotaSng	moSon	into	up/down	moSon	by	mechanically	pushing	a	rod	or	stem	away	from	the	centre	of	
the	rotaSng	shaJ.	The	lobe	contacts	a	pushrod/rocker	arm	system	via	a	tappet	or	the	valve	stem.		
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CamshaJs	can	be	posiSoned	low	in	the	engine	(camshaJ	in	block)	or	above	the	combusSon	chamber	(overhead).	
The	shape	of	the	lobe	dictates	how	far	the	valve	opens	and	for	how	long.	In	some	rare	instances,	valves	can	be	
opened	pneumaScally,	hydraulically,	or	with	a	direct	gear.		

	Valve	Spring	(Closing	Mechanism)	—	Again,	almost	100	percent	of	the	Sme	this	a	valve	spring.	It	is	compressed	
when	the	valve	opens.	When	that	force	is	removed,	the	spring	almost	instantaneously	closes	it	up	for	a	Sght	seal.	
That	valve	spring	has	been	a	common	point	of	failure,	but	beOer	metallurgical	research	has	made	it	much	less	so.	In	
racing	engines,	alternaSve	technologies	are	used	since	a	mechanical	spring	cannot	keep	pace	when	running	at	
10,000	rpm!	

	Valve	PosiIon	—	While	not	a	component,	per	se,	another	defining	characterisSc	is	where	the	valve	is	posiSoned	in	
relaSon	to	the	cylinder.	The	vast	majority	are	on	top,	but	earlier	engines	had	the	valves	not	in	the	cylinder	itself,	
but	in	a	side	chamber	where,	in	some	designs,	the	actual	combusSon	also	took	place.			

Overhead	Cams	Evolve	

The	early	automobiles	were	focused	
mostly	on	funcSon	and	less	so	on	
performance.	Thus	the	first	cars	used	a	
side	valve	configuraSon	and	are	
referred	to	as	“flatheads”	because	the	
combusSon	chamber	was	not	located	
above	the	piston,	but	rather	off	to	the	
side.		

The	earliest	versions	had	the	intake	and	
exhaust	valves	adjacent	to	each	other	
on	one	side,	called	an	“L	head.”	Then	a	
crossflow	head	was	introduced	that	had	
them	on	opposite	sides	(“T	head”).	The	
transformaSonal	Ford	Models	T	and	A	
used	an	inline	4-cylinder	engine	that	
had	an	L-head	configuraSon.		

Side-valve	engines	have	just	a	few	parts.	
Thus,	they	are	simple	and	reliable.	What	they	aren’t	is	performant.	The	gases	don’t	move	efficiently,	don’t	burn	
well,	and	have	low	compression.	When	these	became	consideraSons,	a	beOer	way	emerged	that	put	the	
combusSon	chamber	directly	above	the	cylinder.		

The	first	car	known	to	use	overhead	valves	was	the	1902	Maudslay	in	England,	with	a	similar	design	appearing	in	
1903	from	Illinois-based	Marr	Auto	Car.	The	first	producSon	car	with	a	single-overhead	camshaJ	was	the	IsoOa-
Fraschini	Tipo	KM	in	1910.	

The	big	breakthrough	was	the	1912	Peugeot	Grand	Prix	car	which	had	the	“L76”	engine,	the	first	to	have	a	dual-
overhead	camshaJ	(DOHC),	four	valves	per	cylinder,	and	hemispherical	combusSon	chambers.		Developed	by	Jules	
Goux	and	Ernest	Henry,	they	realized	that	the	key	to	more	power	was	a	higher	revving	engine	with	much	greater	
airflow.	This	early	Peugeot	become	the	template	for	the	modern	engines	that	we	use	to	this	day.		

Peugeot	proved	the	design	on	the	race	track,	winning	both	the	1912	and	1913	French	Grand	Prix	with	this	radical	
new	innovaSon.	Mercedes	followed	suit	with	the	18/100	GP	which	won	the	1914	ediSon	of	the	French	race.	The	
first	road	cars	with	DOHC	were	the	1926	Sunbeam	Super	Sport	followed	by	the	Duesenberg	Model	J	in	1928.

https://home.collectorpartexchange.com/articles/jules-goux
https://home.collectorpartexchange.com/articles/jules-goux
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Mercedes-Benz	experimented	(successfully)	with	an	alternaSve	way	to	open	and	close	the	valves	in	their	world-
beaSng	W196	Grand	Prix	cars	and	300SLR	sports	cars	from	the	mid-50s.	They	used	a	desmodromic	drive	which	
mechanically	opened	and	closed	the	valve,	thus	eliminaSng	the	need	for	valve	springs.	The	camshaJ	rotated	a	
rocker	lever	aOached	to	a	valve	stem	that	posiSvely	opened	and	closed	a	valve	directly.	In	theory,	it	would	add	
reliability	but	those	problems	got	solved	in	other	ways	and	the	desmodromic	valves	introduced	other	
complexiSes.	They	are	sSll	present	today,	by	DucaS	which	uses	this	in	their	Desmosedici	(Italian	for	"desmodromic	
sixteen")	engines	that	drive	their	MotoGP	bikes.	

Two Becomes Four (and More)

The	shiJ	to	more	efficient,	mulSvalve	
configuraSons	was	well	accepted	in	motorsport,	
but	took	much	longer	to	be	commercialized	for	
road	car	use.	In	addiSon	to	the	aforemenSoned	
Peugeot,	A.L.F.A.,	Buga[,	Stutz,	Pierce-Arrow,	
Bentley,	Mercedes,	and	Duesenberg	were	using	
three,	four,	and	even	five-valve	configuraSons	in	
their	race	cars	way	back	in	the	1920s.	A	few	
producSon	models	were	indeed	made	available	
to	the	public,	but	they	were	limited	runs	used	
primarily	on	“sport”	ediSons.	AJer	WWII,	it	
seems	the	mulSvalve	concept	got	lost.	

Cosworth	Engineering	revived	the	mulIvalve	concept	in	1966.	-	The	company	first	developed	the	Cosworth	FVA	
engine,	an	inline	4-cylinder	with	four	valves	per	cylinder,	as	a	prototype	for	an	upcoming	V8	version.	The	3.0L	V8	
DFV	(for	“Double	Four	Valve”)	was	released	in	1967	and	transformed	Formula	One.	The	DFV	become	the	most	
dominant	engine	in	Formula	One	history	with	167	wins	—	and	renewed	interest	in	four-valve	engines.	

In	1968,	Toyota	ran	a	four-valve	5.0L	engine	at	the	Japanese	Grand	Prix,	which	signaled	that	the	Japanese	
automakers	were	in	the	mulSvalve-engine	game.	In	fact,	Nissan	was	quick	to	market	with	the	S20	engine,	a	2.0L	
inline	six-cylinder	engine	with	DOHC	and	four-valves	per	cylinder.	The	S20	powered	the	1969	Nissan	Skyline	and	
the	Fairlady	racing	ediSon.	

Next	up	was	a	Ford	Escort	RS1600	with	a	Cosworth-designed	
four-cylinder	that	was	available	in	1970.	This	model	became	a	
huge	hit	and	dominated	domesSc	and	internaSonal	rally	
compeSSons	in	its	era.		By	the	end	of	the	1970s,	Chevrolet,	
Fiat,	Lotus,	BMW,	and	Porsche	had	producSon	models	available	
that	targeted	the	sports	and	performance	segments.	The	
“quaOrovalvole”	got	the	exoSc	car	treatment	in	the	1980s	with	
the	1982	Ferrari	308.	Then,	it	appeared	inV12s	powering	both	
the	1984	Ferrari	Testarossa	and	1985	Lamborghini	Countach	
QV.		

F1	engine	rev	to	20,000	RPM!	
		
Pushing	Performance	Higher	
With	the	performance	advantages	that	could	be	gained	from	an	opSmized	valvetrain,	the	drive	for	more	gains	—	
both	marginal	and	otherwise	—	was	on.	The	engineers	of	the	Sme	were	working	to	use	different	materials	and	

tricky	methodologies	to improve	volumetric	performance,	fuel	efficiency,	and	keep	up	with	the	demands	of	
motorsports.	

	hOps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4cI_MVIelos&t=11s

https://home.collectorpartexchange.com/articles/cosworth-the-upstart-that-dominated-f1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4cI_MVIelos&t=11s
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In	the	early	80s,	Renault	developed	the	pneumaSc	valve	spring	and	featured	it	in	their	RVS-9	1.5L	V10	
turbocharged	engine.	Renault’s	Jean-Pierre	Boudy	is	credited	with	the	invenSon	which	updated	the	hydraulic	valve	
liJer,	first	uSlized	in	1930,	and	became	ubiquitous	by	the	1980s.		

As	engine	RPMs	were	climbing	above	10,000	RPM,	it	was	pushing	the	ability	of	a	mechanical	spring	to	return	the	
valve	quickly	beyond	its	limits.	At	12,000	RPM,	a	spring	is	asked	to	return	the	valve	50	Smes	every	second!	The	
idea	was	to	replace	the	mechanical	valve	spring	with	a	sealed	chamber	filled	with	an	inert	gas	like	nitrogen,	
maintaining	the	contact	force	without	suffering	from	faSgue	failure.	PneumaSc	valve	springs	have	been	the	
standard	in	F1	ever	since.		

Engine	designers	have	also	developed	techniques	for	varying	both	valve	liJ	and	Sming	that	allow	an	engine	
running	at	low	RPMs	to	operate	efficiently.	When	the	engine	is	put	under	load,	it	can	recalibrate	the	engine	to	get	
maximum	power	by	opening	the	valves	wider	and	at	slightly	different	Smes.	Some	invenSve	designers	filed	
patents	around	these	ideas	as	early	as	the	turn	of	the	20th	century.	This	technology	was	banned	by	F1	so	most	
development	has	been	focused	on	road	car	use.	

Fiat’s	Giovanni	Torazza	developed	a	variable	valve	Sming	system	using	hydraulic	pressure	in	the	1960s.	Alfa	Romeo	
was	the	first-to-market	with	its	own	version	developed	by	Giampaolo	Garcea	in	the	1970s.	Beginning	in	1980,	the	
Alfa	Romeo	2000	Spider	had	a	mechanical	VVT	in	it,	the	first	producSon	car	known	to	do	so.		

The	most	widely	known	system	of	this	sort	is	Honda’s	VTEC	(Variable	Valve	Timing	and	Electronic	Control)	invented	
by	Ikuo	Kajitani.	It	used	two	separate	cam	profiles	and	could	switch	between	them	seamlessly.	VTEC	first	appeared	
in	the	1989	Integra	XSi,	CRX,	and	Civic.	In	1991,	it	appeared	in	the	flagship	NSX	mid-engine	supercar	which	gave	
VTEC	tremendous	credibility.		
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Looking	Ahead	

The	next	evoluSon	being	explored	is	the	so-called	“camless	engine”	which	operates	the	valves	using	
electromagneSc,	pneumaSc,	or	hydraulic	actuators.	While	nothing	is	yet	in	producSon,	the	idea	is	being	acSvely	
pursued.	The	most	advanced	version	is	coming	out	of	Koenigsegg	uSlizing	their	so-called	“Freevalve”	technology.	
If	successful,	this	would	give	unprecedented	control	over	an	engine’s	performance	and	efficiency	by	
instantaneously	adjusSng	Sming	and	valve	height	on	demand.	

The	valvetrain	is	a	criScal	component	that	dictates	a	great	deal	about	an	engine’s	performance.	While	it	
seemingly	went	dormant	from	the	1920s	to	the	1960s,	new	technologies	are	now	in	the	offing	that	could	
potenSally	extend	a	lifeline	to	the	internal	combusSon	engine	in	both	cars	and	other	applicaSons.	

hOps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3nGbM6zRpPo	
Sources:	

• 	Boddy,	Bill,	Random	Thoughts	About	O.H.C.,	Motor	Sport,	January	1964.	
•
• 	Hawley,	DusSn,	What	Is	a	LiJer	On	a	Car?,	J.D.	Power,	December	22,	2020.	
•
• 	History	of	Valve..,	AutomoSve	Group	4,	October	2013.	
•
• 	Norman,	Kenny,	The	Pros	and	Cons	of	Pushrod	Engines	Explained,	Hotcars.com,	July	31,	2022.	
•
• 	The	Freevalve	concept,	Freevalve	AB	
•
• 	Understanding	an	Automobile	Valvetrain,	StudentLesson,	July	13,	2020.		
• 		
• 	Wikipedia	arScles	on	Valvetrain,	Hydraulic	tappet,	Flathead	engine,	Cam-in-block,	Overhead	camshaJ	

engine,	MulS-valve,	Variable	valve	liJ,	Variable	valve	Sming,	PneumaSc	valve	springs,	Desmodromic	valve,	
and	Camless	piston	engine.	

https://www.freevalve.com/freevalve-technology/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3nGbM6zRpPo
https://www.motorsportmagazine.com/archive/article/january-1964/17/random-thoughts-about-ohc
https://www.jdpower.com/cars/shopping-guides/what-is-a-lifter-on-a-car
http://automotifgroup4.blogspot.com/2013/10/history-of-valve_21.html
https://www.hotcars.com/pushrod-engines-pros-and-cons/
https://www.freevalve.com/freevalve-technology/
https://studentlesson.com/valvetrain-definition-working-principle-parts-functions/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valvetrain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hydraulic_tappet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flathead_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cam-in-block
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Overhead_camshaft_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Overhead_camshaft_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multi-valve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Variable_valve_lift
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Variable_valve_timing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pneumatic_valve_springs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Desmodromic_valve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camless_piston_engine
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Interview	with	Morgan’s	Jonathan	Wells	
By	Daniel	Berman	(originally	published	on	design-drivel.com)	

I	had	the	great	pleasure	of	speaking	with	Jonathan	Wells,	Morgan's	head	of	design,	only	the	second	ever	in	the	
company's	113-year	history.	

Jon	faces	challenges,	not	unlike	the	rest	of	
the	industry.	As	regulaSons	evolve,	so	do	the	
cars	these	regulaSons	govern.	But	unlike	
most	designers	whose	brands	revolve	around	
modernizaSon,	Jon	faces	a	philosophical	
conundrum:	Suppose	your	company	has	
spent	the	past	century	culSvaSng	an	image	
as	the	world's	last	purveyor	of	classic	BriSsh	
sports	cars.	What	happens	when	the	BriSsh	
sports	car	as	we	know	it	becomes	outlawed?	

Jon's	immediate	response	was	a	quote	from	
Soichiro	Honda,	"In	the	future,	there	will	be	
just	half	a	dozen	car	companies…and	
Morgan.”	

I'd	heard	this	line	a	few	Smes	before,	but	to	
hear	it	coming	from	Morgan's	head	of	design	
made	it	all	the	more	amusing.	

Jon	followed	up,	though,	with	a	fascinaSng	
perspecSve,	one	that	lends	itself	to	what	a	
BriSsh	sports	car,	a	Morgan,	truly	is.	

"I	think	at	Morgan,	we	always	have	to	tread	a	very	fine	line	between	tradiSon	and	modern.	In	the	U.K.,	we	would	
refer	to	some	cars	as	being	wedding	cars,	whereby	they	look	classic	and	tradiSonal,	but	underneath,	they're	si[ng	
on	top	of	a	Ford	Focus.	And	Morgan	need	to	avoid	becoming	that;	we	need	to	celebrate	the	best	bits	of	our	past	
but	also	embrace	the	future.”	

"It's	also	not	unSl	you	get	closer.	And	see	the	way	we're	sSll	coachbuilding,	meet	the	craJsmen	at	the	factory	sSll	
hammering	aluminum	into	shape."	"You	go,	Wow,	this	isn't	an	ordinary	motorcar.	You	then	start	seeing	some	of	
the	engineering	and	the	technology	and	performance	figures,	and	you	go,	Crikey.	I	think	our	biggest	challenge	in	
bringing	some	of	those	messages	to	the	mass	public	was	such	a	small	markeSng	budget,	and	I	think	we've	also	got	
a	great	deal	of	flexibility	to	challenge	percepSons	going	forward.	So	it's	a	really	exciSng	Sme	for	the	business."	

 
A	new	direcIon.	

Morgan's	latest	product,	the	Super	3,	is	an	all-new	replacement	for	the	Three	Wheeler.	It	is	both	a	product	of	its	
Smes	and	also	a	sign	that	the	old	ways	of	doing	things	aren't	going	anywhere.	

In	regards	to	the	Super	3,	Jon	highlights	that	"it	is	quite	a	departure	from	the	previous	product	language."		
"Obviously,	on	the	old	Three	Wheeler,	its	predecessor,	the	engine	was	doing	a	lot	of	the	heavy	liJing	in	terms	of	
the	styling.	And	now	it	is	much	more	about	the	body	and	the	aestheSc.”

http://design-drivel.com
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“For	us,	it	was	important,	the	Super	Three	wasn't	a	retro	homage,	but	instead,	it's	sampled	bits	of	the	past	and	
rearranged	them	in	a	way	that	is	new."	"A	lot	of	parts	of	the	vehicle	are	inspired	by	early	fuselage	manufacturing	
techniques	where	two	halves	of	the	fuselage	would	be	bolted	around	the	seam.	The	whole	aestheSc	of	the	tail	
takes	influence	from	the	early	three-wheelers.”	

"There's	lots	of	mid-century	influences	in	some	of	the	switch	gear	and	the	dials	and	some	of	the	typography	and	
graphics	on	the	clocks.	And	what	we're	essenSally	doing	is	sampling	the	best	bits	of	past	decades	and	rearranging	
them	in	a	way	in	which	it	looks	new.	So	we're	sSll	looking	backwards	in	many	ways."
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The	Future.	
Sensing	perhaps,	though,	that	not	all	of	Morgan's	customers	are	ready	to	abandon	the	tradiSonal	aestheSc	the	
company	is	known	for,	Jon	outlined	Morgan's	product	strategy	for	the	foreseeable	future.	

"Super	three,	for	us,	represents	more	than	just	a	new	Three	Wheeler.	'Super,'	the	nameplate,	the	nomenclature	of	
'Super'	actually	represents	a	new	product	line	for	us	as	well.”	

"So	whereby	we	have	the	'Plus'	product	line	with	the	Plus	Four	and	the	Plus	Six.	They	sort	of	take	inspiraSon	from	
the	early	century.	They're	quite	romanSc	in	their	styling	approach.	SSll	very	honest.	There	sSll	is	a	running	board	
which	is	also	a	wheel	arch.	There	sSll	is	a	wooden	frame	that	is	the	tool	for	hand-beaSng	aluminum	as	well	as	
carrying	the	leather.	It's	sSll	very	honest.	But	definitely	take	inspiraSon	from	the	romance	of	the	early	century."	

"'Super'	is	much	more	about	technical	funcSonality;	the	honesty	in	Super	Three	comes	from	the	technical	
constraints	influencing	the	design.	So	it	gives	us	opportunity	to	introduce	future	vehicles	carrying	the	super	
nameplate	that	may	not	have	three	wheels.	So	we	could	have	a	Plus	Four,	a	Plus	Six,	maybe	there's	a	Plus	Three	
with	three	wheels.	And	on	the	flip	side,	we	can	have	a	Super	Three	and	a	super	something	else.	So	it's	given	us	a	
new	bloodline	to	play	with	as	well.	So	the	departure	was	intenSonal,	in	that	sense.”	

This	was	exciSng	news,	and	having	driven	the	now	outgoing	Three	Wheeler,	I	am	pleased	to	hear	that	Morgan	has	
no	intenSons	of	abandoning	its	roots.	Equally	pleased,	though,	because	if	there	were	ever	a	Sme	in	automoSve	
history	when	we	needed	the	existence	of	such	a	company,	it's	now.	This	decade	is	one	in	which	many	automakers	
will	find	themselves	in	a	baOle	to	find	their	place.	It	is	likely	that	many	will	not	make	it.	To	paraphrase	Mr.	Honda,	
at	the	end	of	Sme,	there	will	be	but	four	car	companies…	and	Morgan.	This	creates	an	even	greater	imperaSve	for	
companies	such	as	Morgan,	who	have	an	unshaking	understanding	of	what	they	do	best,	to	conSnue	creaSng	the	
products	they're	known	for.		

I	look	forward	to	seeing	what	Jon	and	his	team	do	next	and	am	excited	for	when	the	latest	batch	of	Morgan	cars	hit	
U.S.	soil	early	next	year,	at	which	point	we'll	finally	be	able	to	take	them	for	a	spin.	

SPECIAL	THANKS	TO	MORGAN	HEAD	OF	DESIGN	JON	WELLS	AND		
DENNIS	GLAVIS,	OWNER	OF	MORGAN	WEST	-	LOS	ANGELES	

(MMC	photos,	Jonathan	Wells	illustraSon)
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Switching	Gears	to	MGs	

Editor’s	Note:		When	we	drive	our	Morgans,	we	oJen	get	asked	if	it	is	an	MG	or	a	kit	car.	As	an	owner	of	MGs	as	
well	as	Morgans,	I	will	oJen	get	the	corollary,	“Is	that	a	Morgan?”	It	is	big	laughs	all	the	way	around	but	just	
shows	as	we	get	further	from	the	year	of	manufacture	and	with	less	models	on	the	road,	we	are	naturally	going	to	
encounter	less	informed	or	knowledgeable	people	viewing	our	cars.	It	is	our	job	to	teach	them	the	differences	
and	to	entertain	them	with	the	joy	we	get	from	our	individual	marques,	whether	it	be	Morgan	or	MG.		

The	first	arScle	by	Alistair	Crooks,	is	on	the	MG	TC	and	specifically	about	Hamish	Crawford	on	Vancouver	Island	
who	owns	five	MG	TCs,	one	from	each	year.	The	last	one,	TC0268,	is	the	17th	MG	TC	built.	It	should	be	noted	that	
MG	numbered	each	model	of	their	cars	starSng	from	0251	which	was	the	telephone	exchange	at	the	factory.	You	
might	ask	why	this	is	the	17th	TC	and	not	the	18th?	The	reason	is	that	the	run	of	TCs	started	with	number	0252	
this	car	is	owned	by	Pete	DeBruyn,	a	friend	who	used	to	live	in	SeaOle.	Number	0251	was	a	prototype	and	
originally	a	pre-war	MG	TB.	It	was	converted	to	TC	specificaSons	and	used	as	the	photo	in	the	owner’s	manual.	
So,	0268	is	the	17th	TC	built	enSrely	as	a	TC	and	Pete’s	car	is	the	first	purpose-built	MG	TC.	

Number	17	Rules	the	Roost	
By	Allstar	Crocks	

It	has	been	claimed	that	the	MG	TC	triggered	the	popularity	of	the	sports	car	in	North	America	and	evidence	
suggests	these	claims	have	some	validity.	Although	only	10,000	TCs	rolled	off	the	Abingdon	producSon	lines	in	the	
four	years	of	producSon	that	was	phased	out	in	1949,	20%	of	these	were	imported	into	the	United	States.	They	
were	purchased	by	enthusiasts	and	used	in	compeSSon.	At	the	inaugural	race	meeSng	held	at	Watkins	Glen	in	
the	summer	of	1948,	7	of	the	minuscule	BriSsh	sports	cars	featured	in	the	top	10	placings.	Drivers	the	calibre	of	
Carroll	Shelby	and	Phil	Hill	began	their	careers	campaigning	TCs	and	many	of	the	owners	joined	the	ranks	of	the	
fledgling	Sports	Car	Club	of	America.		

MG's	recipe	for	success	was	a	simple	one.	Take	components	off	the	producSon	line	of	your	parent	company,	in	
this	case	Morris	Motors,	modify	where	required,	install	in	a	lightweight	chassis	then	clothe	in	sporSng	bodywork.	
Hey	presto	the	affordable	2	seater	roadster.	Other	BriSsh	car	manufacturers	were	quick	to	follow	suit,	notably	
Standard	with	Triumph	and	AusSn	with	their	Healey	sports	cars	and	by	the	early	50s	most	of	these	were	also	
exported	to	the	USA,	further	swelling	the	membership	of	the	SCCA.	The	humble	MG	TC	not	only	punched	above	
its	weight	in	compeSSon	but	also	in	influence.		

Fast	forwarding	to	1960,	a	young	Scotsman	studying	agriculture	in	Edinburgh	purchased	a	crashed	TC	for	the	
princely	sum	of	$45.	He	had	been	saving	money	for	some	such	project	since	the	age	of	14	aJer	he	discovered	he	
had	an	apStude	for	feOling	cars	when,	as	a	12	year	old,	he	had	worked	on	an	AusSn	7.	The	TC	was	towed	home	
on	the	end	of	a	rope	from	Perth.	The	chassis	was	discarded	as	it	was	beyond	repair	and	a	TA	chassis	was	modified	
to	replace	it.	A	rebuild	was	completed	and	so	Hamish	Crawford	had	acquired	his	first	MG	TC.	The	best	part	of	50	
years	was	to	elapse	before	he	wielded	a	spanner	on	his	next	TC	rebuild.		

In	the	interim	Hamish	emigrated	to	Canada	in	1965	taking	a	job	in	the	grain	business	based	in	Winnipeg.	During	a	
company	training	session	featuring	Management	by	ObjecSve	strategies,	a	seminal	moment	arrived	when	he	
applied	it	to	his	own	status.	An	entrepreneurial	bent	plus	his	apStude	for	all	things	mechanical	saw	him	reassess	
his	prioriSes	and	aged	25	he	rented	premises	in	Calgary	in	the	service	staSon	business.	Hiring	qualified	staff	was	a	
constant	problem	and	so	he	gained	a	mechanic's	Scket	for	himself	and	trained	up	his	own	staff.	Business	
prospered	but	in	1989,	lured	by	a	more	benign	climate,	Hamish	Crawford	moved	to	Victoria	and	pastures	new.	He	
took	on	the	Shell	staSon	on	Douglas,	now	closed,	before	moving	on	to	the	Shell	staSon	on	the	corner	of	Cook	and	
Fairfield.		
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It	was	upon	semi	reSrement	that	he	purchased	acreage	in	North	Saanich,	now	known	as	The	Roost,	that	he	
returned	to	his	original	goal	of	farming	albeit	on	a	modest	scale.	AJer	establishing	The	Roost,	he	began	to	indulge	
himself	in	the	restoraSon	of	classic	cars,	his	first	being	a	Jaguar	Mk	II.	There	followed	an	eclecSc	assortment	of	
vehicles	but	it	was	in	2012	he	purchased	a	basket	case	TC.	A	second	TC	in	a	similar	state	of	disrepair	was	sourced	
in	Alberta	the	following	year.	The	reasoning	behind	this	was	because	each	car	complemented	the	other	in	the	
availability	of	parts.	The	laOer	came	without	carburetors	and	so	the	indefaSgable	Hamish	converted	it	to	a	
supercharger	set	up.		

The	TC	saga	conSnued	in	2015	when	a	third	fruit	of	Abingdon's	automoSve	womb	arrived	at	The	Roost.	This	Sme	
the	car	came	from	Denver	and	although	not	in	need	of	restoraSon	it	came	with	a	surfeit	of	parts	that	assisted	the	
compleSon	of	Hamish's	exisSng	duo	of	TCs.	It	did	however	have	plywood	cycle	type	front	fenders	which	were	
replaced	with	original	metal	ones	that	came	with	the	car	plus	a	mulStude	of	green	paint	spray	cans!!	The	TC	
buying	spree	rolled	on	when	a	local	model	became	available.	This	had	been	cosmeScally	SSvated	with	chrome	
being	the	dominant	feature	but	inexplicably	came	with	a	low	powered	Morris	engine	of	WWII	vintage.	UlSmately	
an	original	engine	was	found	and	the	fourth	TC	restored	to	its	former	glory.	With	a	quartet	of	TCs	in	residence	it	
seemed	the	Crawford	
feSsh	for	the	MG	TC	
had	now	been	sated,	
or	had	it?		

The	fiJh	MG	TC	
joined	the	Crawford	
collecSon	in	early	
2018.	Unlike	its	stable	
mates,	it	was	not	in	
need	of	Hamish's	
experSse	apart	from	
the	flick	of	a	feather	
duster.	A	concours	
prepared	car	that	has	
had	much	money	and	
TLC	lavished	on	it	
over	the	previous	40	
years,	TC	chassis	
number	0268	with	
matching	engine	
number	rolled	off	the	
producSon	line	on	

September	28th	1945.	
It	was	in	fact	the	seventeenth	MG	TC	to	be	built.	This	in	itself	was	a	remarkable	achievement	as	the	MG	factory	
had	been	engaged	throughout	the	War	years	assembling	tanks,	repairing	armoured	cars	and	producing	aircraJ	
components,	and	yet	here	they	were	only	four	months	aJer	hosSliSes	had	ceased	in	Europe	cranking	up	car	
producSon	again.		

No	17	came	with	a	comprehensive	file	on	its	life	since	1978	when	it	was	purchased	in	New	York	for	$50	by	a	
Pennsylvania	business	man	Howard	Leeser.	The	original	plan	had	been	to	ship	it	back	to	the	UK	for	restoraSon	by	
Naylor's	an	MG	specialist	in	Yorkshire,	however	Leydon	RestoraSons	in	Pennsylvania	took	on	the	project	which	
was	completed	at	great	cost	by	1980.	No	17	remained	in	Leeser's	possession	unSl	2008	but	during	this	Sme	had	
been	maintained	to	the	highest	standards	regularly	taking	concours	awards.	The	file	documenSng	all	of	these	
expenses	came	with	the	car	that	Hamish	affecSonately	refers	to	as	'Cream	Puff'	due	to	its	colour.		

The	Crawford	MG	TC	CollecSon
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In	2008	No	17	changed	hands,	the	new	owner	John	Goody	also	resided	in	Pennsylvania	but	by	now	the	work	
was	being	carried	out	by	Rag	Top	&	Roadsters	in	PA.	As	an	interesSng	aside,	the	file	contains	an	expired	BriSsh	
driving	licence	in	the	name	of	John	Goody	which	revealed	that	in	1974	he	lived	near	Warrington	in	England	and	
was	issued	with	a	speeding	Scket	for	8	quid!	In	2016	No	17,	alias	the	'Cream	Puff',	was	sold	to	an	Ed	Greene	in	
Texas.	Obviously	an	acSve	member	of	the	classic	car	community,	the	new	owner	must	have	taken	great	
saSsfacSon	when	his	car	won	its	class	at	the	2016	Texas	All	BriSsh	Car	Day	held	at	Round	Rock	TX.		

It	was	in	December	2017	that	the	faithful	No	17	appeared	for	sale	on	ebay.	It	proved	an	irresisSble	draw	to	a	by	
now	besoOed	Hamish	Crawford,	as	the	purchase	of	this	car	presented	him	with	a	unique	collecSon	of	MG	TCs,	
one	from	each	year	of	manufacture.	Bought	sight	unseen,	the	car	arrived	from	Houston	and	lived	up	to	
expectaSons	and	is	now	the	Crown	Jewel	and/or	the	Cream	Puff	of	the	Crawford	collecSon!		

However,	mystery	surrounds	how	and	when	it	came	to	North	America	and	nothing	is	known	of	its	history	
before1978.	The	only	sliver	of	informaSon	prior	to	this	date	is	a	copy	of	the	factory	build	sheet	proving	this	is	
indeed	No	17,	and	a	facimile	of	an	expired	BriSsh	tax	disc	dated	31/12/45	with	the	licence	plate	number	YJ	84.	
This	suggests	it	may	have	been	first	registered	in	Dundee	but	nothing	further	has	come	to	light	raising	that	old	
adage,	if	only	cars	could	tell	their	stories.		

If	the	car's	original	owner	was	a	Scotsman	in	Dundee,	it	seems	appropriate	that	the	Laird	of	the	Roost	has	now	
taken	over	the	stewardship	of	No	17	73	years	later.	It	remains	a	fi[ng	tribute	to	those	that	served	the	Octagon	
marque	so	well	as	it	rose	from	the	ashes	of	WWII.	

(Alistair	Crooks	photo)	
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My	Trysts	with	MGs	
By	Steve	Blake	

I	was	15	when	my	Dad	asked	me	if	I	wanted	to	go	to	a	BriSsh	Car	Show	at	the	North	Vancouver	RecreaSon	
Centre.	The	show	was	held	in	one	of	the	ice	arenas,	minus	ice.	For	someone	who	was	interested	in	hot	rods	and	
custom	cars,	I	quickly	changed	direcSon	to	what	became	a	lifelong	
love	for	BriSsh	sports	cars.	While	my	favourite	car	of	the	show	was	a	
Marcos,	the	MGs	caught	my	eye	as	something	that	would	one	day	be	
affordable	for	me.	

I	bought	my	first	MG	while	I	was	aOending	UBC.	We	found	a	six-year	
old	1965	MG	Midget	with	only	10,000	miles	on	it.	It	was	a	MKII	
model	with	the	rollup	windows	instead	of	the	sliding	plasSc	ones.	
The	engine	was	1098	cc.	The	one	lady	owner	worked	on	staff	so	our	
bonus	was	ge[ng	a	Staff	Parking	lot	sScker.	That	year	we	didn’t	have	
to	slog	in	from	C	or	B	lots	but	could	park	right	next	to	our	buildings.	
We	kept	that	car	for	two	years	and	moved	to	several	of	the	next	
generaSon	MG	Midgets.		

We	owned	a	1971	and	two	1972	MG	Midgets.	These	ones	were	a	
step	up	because	we	didn’t	have	to	take	the	top	off	and	fold	it	up,	
along	with	the	top	bows	when	we	wanted	to	go	“top	down”.	The	
engines	were	now	1250	cc,	giving	us	a	feeling	of	speed,	although	that	
was	a	snail’s	pace	compared	to	today’s	cars.	AJer	the	Midgets,	we	
progressed	to	a	maroon	1974	MGB.	The	difference	from	the	Midgets	
was	considerable	in	both	roominess	and	power.		

It	should	be	noted	that	my	first	foray	into	MGs	was	with	fairly	new	
“used”	cars,	ranging	from	one	to	six	years	old.	These	are	not	the	
collectables	of	today.	My	first	“classic”	or	“collectable”	was	a	1953	
MG	TD.	This	car	was	44	years	old	when	I	bought	it.	Now	I	had	
something	to	Snker	with	as	a	hobby	car	and	not	my	daily	driver.	I	
bought	the	car	from	Bob	Leflufy	in	North	Vancouver	and	had	Colin	
and	his	team	at	Octagon	Motors	make	it	roadworthy.	This	car	was	fun	
to	drive	but	even	beOer	once	it	got	radial	Sres.	It	finally	went	where	I	
wanted	it	to!		

While	I	had	the	TD,	I	also	purchased	an	MG	TC.	This	one	came	up	by	
chance.	We	were	on	the	Ladner-Bellingham	drive	and	stopped	at	
Birch	Bay	Park	for	a	coffee	break.	An	elderly	gentleman	came	up	to	
me	and	said,	“I	hear	you	are	looking	for	an	MG	TC.”	He	showed	me	
photos	of	his	and	the	next	weekend	we	drove	to	Camano	Island,	WA	
to	see	the	car.	We	struck	a	deal	and	drove	the	car	home	the	following	
weekend.	I	kept	that	car	for	16	years	before	selling	it	to	an	enthusiast	
in	the	UK.	The	car	was	very	popular	and	won	19	prizes	at	car	shows.	
AJer	winning	its	class	at	Minter	Gardens	Classic	Car	Show,	it	returned	
the	following	year	to	win	the	Premier	Award	which	is	the	prize	given	
to	the	class	of	cars	made	up	of	all	the	class	winners	of	the	previous	
two	years.	They	called	this	“the	Best	of	the	Best”	award.																																																																																											

																																																																																																																																																											1953	MG	TD	

1965	MG	Midget	-	Highland	Valley	

Similar	to	our	71-72	MG	Midgets

1974	MGB
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While	aOending	the	Portland	ABFM,	I	spoOed	a	1930	MG	M-type	
for	sale.	Turned	out	the	owner	was	just	tesSng	the	water	and	
didn’t	want	to	sell.	Nine	months	later,	he	agreed	to	sell	it	to	me.	
We	drove	to	Spokane	and	trailered	it	home.	The	M-type	had	a	847	
cc	engine	with	a	thermo-syphon	cooling	system,	which	meant	no	
fan	or	water	pump.	This	made	the	car	prone	to	overheaSng.	All	
was	good	as	long	as	you	kept	moving!	

The	M-type	was	very	well	received	and	won	Best	in	Show	at	the	
Western	Washington	ABFM	twice,	in	2011	and	2013.	It	won	the	
Neatest	LiOle	Car	four	Smes	at	the	Vancouver	ABFM	at	Van	Dusen	
Gardens.	It	won	its	class	at	the	Minter	Garden	Show	and	followed	
up	the	next	year	with	the	presSgious	Premier’s	Award	for	the	“Best	
of	the	Best”	in	2009.	It	won	25	addiSonal	awards	during	the	Sme	
we	owned	it.		

I	always	admired	Colin	Fitzgerald’s	1938	MG	VA	Tickford	and	
decided	to	try	to	find	one	for	us.	I	found	a	1939	MG	VA	Tickford	in	
the	UK	and	had	it	inspected.	I	decided,	although	not	perfect,	for	
the	price	I	negoSated,		it	was	worth	purchasing.	I	had	it	shipped	
home	and	began	to	fix	the	things	that	needed	immediate	aOenSon	
and	the	rest	of	the	issues	can	wait	their	turn	to	be	addressed.	This	
car	has	an	interesSng	history,	being	first	owned	by	the	Countess	of	
Cardigan.	Later	it	was	purchased	by	Syd	Beer	and	stored	at	his	farm	
as	he	collected	one	of	every	kind	of	MG,	intending	to	open	an	MG	
Museum.	The	museum	never	happened	and	this	car	languished	
with	many	others	in	the	Beer	barns	for	40	years.	The	car	was	
purchased	by	a	chap	who	refurbished	it	as	his	Covid	Lockdown	
project.		

The	car	shows	well	and	won	the	Neatest	LiOle	Car	at	the	Vancouver	
ABFM	at	Van	Dusen	Gardens	this	year	as	well	as	first	place	in	the	
Heritage	Classic	MG-Jaguar	show	in	Steveston.	(Spoiler	-	it	was	the	
only	pre-war	car	at	the	show!)	We	are	having	a	lot	of	fun	with	this	
car	and	are	sSll	sorSng	things	to	make	it	a	viable	driver	for	longer	
distances.	Next	up	is	new	brake	linings	and	inner	tubes.		

Our	latest	purchase	was	a	1948	MG	TC.	We	bought	this	one	in	Lake	
Country	BC	and	drove	it	400	kms		home	over	the	coastal	
mountains.	It	was	a	great	drive	and	a	chance	to	get	to	know	the	
car.	Once	home,	I	pulled	the	generator	and	had	it	rebuilt.	The	
carburetor	floats	and	needle	valves	were	replaced	along	with	the	
choke	cable.	We	are	looking	forward	to	taking	this	MG	on	club	
drives	next	year.		

The	MGs	do	not	have	the	same	power	as	the	Morgans	so	are	a	bit	
more	of	a	challenge	on	the	open	road.	However,	they	are	cars	that	
are	fun	to	drive	and	great	for	those	windy	country	roads.	

																																			(Steve	Blake	photos)	

1949	MG	TC

1930	MG	M-type

1939	MG	VA	Tickford	Drophead	Coupe

1948	MG	TC
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info@morgancarsmidatlantic.com

www.morgancarsmidatlantic.com

501 Industrial Drive
Lewisberry, PA 17339

Contact Dennis or Lori Frick
717.932.6600

!"#$%!&$'%(#&)"# #"!*'+" &##",-).

Over 35 Years of Experience with European Classic Cars, 
   

And 10 Years of Experience with Morgan

MORGAN CARS MID-ATLANTIC

Thanks	to	Roger	Mulloy
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Morgan	Art	by	ValenSn	Tanase	

You	were	introduced	to	ValenSn	Tanase	in	January	2020,	when	we	featured	ValenSn	as	a	famous	person	with	
Morgans.	I	have	received	a	collecSon	of	ValenSn’s	artwork	from	Jacques	Gallien,	Vice-Chairman	of	the	Morgan	
Owners	Group	Belgium	and	a	friend	of	ValenSn.	We	will	highlight	some	of	his	work	in	each	of	our	ediSons	of	the	
Morgan	Link.	Thank	you	to	both	Jacques	and	ValenSn	for	allowing	us	to	re-print	these	works.

Apologies	to	ValenSn,	the	girl	was	dressed	as	requested	by	Susan,	the	proofreader!
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Morgan	Treasures	from	the	Jacques	Gallien	CollecSon	

Jacques	Gallien	is	the	Vice-Chairman	of	the	Morgan	Owners	Group	Belgium	and	editor	of	their	Revue.	He	has	
graciously	shared	a	number	of	his	Morgan	photographs	and	artwork	for	our	use.
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Famous	People	with	Morgans	
By	Steve	Blake	

John	Robert	Parker	RavenscroJ	(John	Peel)	
30	August	1939	-	25	October	2004	

John	RavenscroJ	was	known	professionally	as	John	Peel.	He	was	a	
DJ	and	one	of	the	first	to	play	psychedelic	rock	and	progressive	
rock	on	BriSsh	Radio.	He	was	the	longest	serving	DJ	on	BBC	Radio	
1,	serving	from	1967	unSl	his	death	in	2004.	

His	career	began	in	the	USA	as	an	unpaid	DJ	at	WRR	(AM)	in	Dallas,	
KOMA	in	Oklahoma	City	and	Kmen	in	San	Bernadino,	California.	In	
1967,	Peel	returned	to	the	UK	and	played	for	offshore	pirate	radio	
staSon	Radio	London.	He	joined	BBC	aJer	Radio	London	closed.	

Peel	was	married	twice	and	had	four	children.	His	life	was	not	without	controversy	and	his	
escapades	would	have	landed	him	in	court	today.	

Peel	was	the	owner	of	a	1974	Morgan	Plus	8	that	came	up	for	sale	as	part	of	his	estate.	
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From	the	Morgan	Oasis	Garage	
By	Cuthbert	J.	Twillie,	Proprietor	

Box	1010	-	North	51,	Terrace	
Hoodsport,	WA	98548	

(360)	877-5160	

\	
Fixing	a	Broken	Member	

By	Cuthbert	J.	Twillie	
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Restoring	Fenders	and	Running	Boards	-	Part	7	
By	Steve	Blake	

This	brings	us	to	the	end	of	the	fender	and	running	board	story.	Andrew	Smith	was	great	to	work	
with	and	any	issues	were	cleared	up	right	away.	AJer	the	paint	cured,	I	had	the	new	painted	
surfaces	ceramic	coated	to	give	them	some	extra	protecSon.	I	also	had	the	running	boards	
protected	with	XPEL	film	to	protect	them	from	scratches	if	people	stand	on	them.	The	undersides	
of	the	fenders	and	running	boards	were	coated	with	bed	liner	to	give	a	tough	resilient	surface.	
This	will	help	protect	from	rock,	sand	and	road	debris	thrown	up	by	the	Sres.	I	am	now	thinking	
about	whether	I	should	get	the	rest	of	the	truck	re-painted.		One	day!	

The	finished	product	outside	the	Audain	Art	Gallery	in	Whistler,	BC	

Thank	you	to	Andrew,	Bruce,	and	Rick	for	taking	care	of	my	1937	Chevrolet	pickup	truck!	
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AJer	the	previous	photo	was	taken,	we	conSnued	on	our	drive	with	the	Tea	and	Crumpet	group	of	pre-war	cars.	
We	stayed	the	night	in	Pemberton	where	I	discovered	I	had	lost	my	headlights,	tailights	and	brake	lights.	Must	be	
a	fuse!	Checking	the	fuses,	they	are	all	in-line,	I	decided	to	change	the	one	sloOed	in	behind	the	ammeter.	SSll	no	
luck!	The	next	day,	we	drove	over	the	Duffy	Lake	Road	and	gathered	at	Seton	Lake	Lookout.	Two	of	the	guys,	
Colin	Gurnsey	and	Lee	Noble,	looked	under	my	dash	and	determined	that	the	fuse	I	replaced	the	old	one	with	
was	shot.	The	wire	was	not	melted	but	you	could	see	a	smoke	ring	on	the	glass.	The	fuse	holder	was	a	bit	lose	
causing	some	shorSng.	Tightened	the	holder	and	put	in	a	new	fuse	and	we	were	good	to	go.	

Alas,	just	outside	Kamloops	my	radiator	blew	and	that	brought	our	journey	to	an	end.	BCAA	towed	our	truck	
home.	A	new	heavy	duty	radiator	was	sourced	out	of	the	US	and	Colin	Gurnsey	helped	me	re	and	re	the	
radiators.	Life	is	good	again!	



The	Morgan	Link 44 December	2022

Editor’s	Note	:		The	next	project	we	will	follow	is	Ted	Thorne’s	repaint	of	his	1996	Morgan	Plus	4.	Ted	lives	in	
Millarville,	Alberta	(yes,	he	has	heard	all	the	beer	jokes	-	like,	“No	wonder	it	is	taking	so	long,	they	are	on	Millar	
Sme!”	-	These	are	not	helpful.)		Ted	will	keep	us	in	the	loop	as	the	project	progresses	and	we	hope	he	is	able	to	
have	his	car	back	on	the	road	for	the	2023	season.	I	know	there	are	a	lot	of	our	members	who	can	sympathize	
with	the	length	of	Sme	it	takes	for	a	project	to	move	through	a	quality	shop.	Unfortunately,	there	are	too	many	
projects	and	not	enough	skilled	shops	to	be	able	to	handle	the	volume	of	work.	

1996	Morgan	Plus	4	Refresh	-	Part	1	
By	Ted	Thorne	

I	was	impressed	with	the	work	this	chap	did	on	my	daughter’s	car	aJer	an	altercaSon	with	a	(ready	for	this)	.	.	.	
shopping	cart.		Ernest	comes	very	highly	regarded	and	works	on	very	high	end	cars	such	as	Ferrari,	Lamborghini,	
Rolls	Royce,	Aston	MarSn,	Porsche	etc.;	all	of	which	he	has	a	background	with	in	Europe.			

He	had	a	Morgan	(+4)	at	one	Sme	and	did	a	total	rebuild	on	his	own,	so	knows	the	car	and	was	interested	in	
taking	on	my	project.		I	was	to	have	taken	the	car	in	for	a	start	in	October	but	that	was	deferred	to	February	as	he	
was	short-handed	in	his	shop	and	was	surrounded	by	parts	from	a	‘68	Mustang	that	the	owner	had	some	local	
ou\it	turn	into	an	Eleanor	ediSon.		Apparently	upon	inspecSon	it	was	very	poor	quality	work	and	required	a	
complete	take	apart	to	get	what	he	was	looking	for	and	what	Ernest	felt	he	could	live	with.			

February	comes	along	and	the	“Eleanor”	is	sSll	in	pieces	and	waiSng	on	parts.		March	sees	progress	on	Eleanor	
but	waiSng	on	a	Lamborghini	paint	colour.		“Just	bring	it	in	on	May	2nd”.	

May	2nd,	I	am	there	for	the	appointed	date.		No	work	was	aOempted	unSl	two	weeks	ago	as	there	were	delays	
in	the	shop	for	a	Ferrari	hood	and	other	assorted	parts	from	afar	for	other	amazing	assorted	vehicles	in	“the	
stable”.		I	offered	to	come	in	and	do	some	disassembly	on	my	Morgan	but	that	was	dismissed	as	a	possible	
liability.		I	am	having	the	bumpers	re-chromed,	the	seats	dyed	and	a	new	windscreen	installed.			

The	pain	has	been	the	lost	
spring	and	summer	of	
driving.		The	opportunity	to	
get	the	high	quality	of	
craJsmanship	worked	on	
my	car,	along	for	the	very	
good	price	quoted,	is	what	
makes	the	waiSng	
somewhat	bearable.		I	will	
be	making	more	frequent	
visits	to	see	how	Ernest	
and	+4	are	working	
together.			

						(Ted	Thorne	photo)	
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Morgans	in	the	Movies	
By	Steve	Blake	

Night	Terrors	-	Robert	Englund,	Zoe	Trilling,	Alona	Kimhi,	Juliano	Mer-Khamis	

Night	Terrors	is	a	1993	American	horror	film	directed	by	Tobe	Hooper.	It	stars	
Robert	Englund	in	a	dual	role,	as	both	Chevalier	and	the	Marquis	de	Sade.	
The	film	was	originally	set	to	be	shot	in	Egypt,	which	later	was	changed	to	Tel	
Aviv,	which	led	the	original	director	to	quit	the	feature	and	the	producSon	
company	to	hire	director	Tobe	Hooper.	

The	film	has	received	several	negaSve	reviews,	noSng	Hooper's	lower	quality	
output	following	the	release	of	Poltergeist	and	the	Texas	Chainsaw	Massacre.	

The	story	is	about	a	young	girl	who	travels	to	Cairo	to	visit	her	father,	and	
becomes	unwillingly	involved	with	a	bizarre	sadomasochisSc	cult	led	by	the	
charismaSc	Paul	Chevalier,	who	is	a	descendant	of	the	Marquis	de	Sade.	

The	car	in	this	show	is	a	1954	Morgan	Plus	4,	4-seater.	

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horror_film
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tobe_Hooper
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Englund
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tel_Aviv
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tel_Aviv
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poltergeist_(1982_film)
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Malvern	Memories	
Photos	of	Malvern	and	the	Morgan	Factory	from	Years	Gone	By	

Morgan	3-Wheeler	Pedal	Cars	at	the	Factory	-	2011	

(Steve	Blake	photos)	
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Morgan	Fantasy	Photos	
Photos	that	capture	the	art	of	the	Morgan.	Many	of	the	ones	we	show	are	from	the	Morgan	Motor	Company’s	
collecSon	of	Timeline	Photos.	Other’s	are	open-sourced	on	the	Internet	or	from	member’s	collecSon.	This	
month’s	are	from	Morgan’s	Timeline	CollecSon.	
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“Looking	Back”	

Above	-	MeeSng	at	the	Delta	Heritage	Air	Park	(1999)	(Steve	Blake	photos)	

Below	-	1962	Morgan	Plus	4	at	the	docks	in	Ladner,	BC	(2001)
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Mike	and	Rose-Marie	Powley’s	place	in	the	1990s	

Thank	you	to	Pat	Miles	for	sending	on	this	photo	that	was	submiOed	to	her	by	Frank	Kaufman.	He	took	this	
photo	back	in	the	1990s	at	one	of	the	MOGNW,	Northern	Pod,	gatherings.	Okay,	how	many	members’	cars	do	
you	recognize.	Who	was	there	at	this	Sme	and	can	tell	us	which	party	it	was?	

I	can	see	the	obvious	one	at	the	front	which	is	Larry	Emrick’s	1964	Morgan	Plus	4,	4-seater	in	green	with	a	yellow	
nose.	The	second	car	in	on	the	grass	looks	like	Les	Burkholder’s	1969	Morgan	4/4,	4-seater	in	yellow.	How	about	
the	rest?

Late	Breaking	News!	

Steve	Morris	has	resigned	from	Morgan	Motor	Company!	Many	quesSons	to	ask	around	this.	

Was	he	swept	out	of	the	way	by	the	new	management?	
How	is	management	policy	going	to	change	in	the	coming	year?	
How	is	this	going	to	affect	the	feelings	and	working	condiSons	for	the	employees?	
How	will	the	changes	in	management	affect	the	consumers?	

Stay	tuned	for	more	on	this	in	the	next	couple	months.
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Upcoming	PACMOG	Events

Watch	your	emails	for	news	of	the	next	drives	

(Susan	Blake’s	photo	from	the	navigator’s	seat)

Save	the	Dates!	

January	1,	2023	-	New	Years	celebraSon	-	Ken	and	Pat	Miles	kengmiles@telus.net	
This	will	be	a	short	drive	followed	by	a	gathering	at	the	Mile’s	home.	Bring	an	appie	and	a	drink.		

Tea	and	coffee	will	be	supplied.	Let	the	Miles	know	if	you	plan	to	aOend.	

January	22,	2023	-	Robbie	Burns	Run	-	Ken	and	Pat	Miles	kengmiles@telus.net		

February	12,	2023	-	Hearts	and	Tarts	Run	-	Steve	and	Susan	Blake	sblake@telus.net

mailto:kengmiles@telus.net
mailto:kengmiles@telus.net
mailto:sblake@telus.net
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Sold	Last	Month	
By	Steve	Blake	

Lorne	Goldman	decided	to	sell	his	UK	Morgan	Plus	8.	He	used	one	Morgan	for	their	European	adventures	and	
another	bespoke	one	for	North	America.	This	excepSonal	1990	Morgan	Plus	8	was	aucSoned	by	Silverstone	at	
their	NEC	AucSon	on	November	12,	2022.	This	car	sold	for	32,625	GBP	which	Lorne	tells	me	was	minus	the	
aucSoneer’s	commission	and	taxes.	This	is	what	Silverstone	had	to	say	about	the	car.	

Although	Rover's	aOempts	to	acquire	the	Morgan	Car	Company	in	1966	had	proved	fruitless,	it	nevertheless	
granted	the	sports	car	manufacturer	access	to	its	newly	acquired,	ex-Buick	lightweight	aluminium	V8	engine	with	a	
view	to	cemenSng	a	supply	contract.	Hired	by	the	Malvern	works	to	assess	the	powerplant's	merits/suitability,	
race	engineer	Maurice	Owen	lost	liOle	Sme	in	shoehorning	one	into	a	Morgan	Plus	4	chassis.	With	trials	of	the	
resultant	prototype	successfully	undertaken	in	1967,	the	Plus	8	debuted	at	the	following	year's	Earls	Court	Motor	
Show.	

Its	lengthy	producSon	run	has	seen	the	Plus	8	alter	liOle	in	outward	appearance,	save	for	ever	widening	wheel	
arches	accommodaSng	faOer	rubber,	yet	beneath	the	skin	the	changes	have	been	innumerable.	BeOer	gearboxes,	
fuel	injecSon,	rack-and-pinion	steering,	improved	corrosion	protecSon	and	paint,	telescopic	rear	dampers,	air	bags	
and	the	obligatory	catalySc	converter	have	all	become	part	of	the	Plus	8	picture	over	the	years,	along,	of	course,	
with	bigger	engines	to	offset	the	inevitable	increase	in	weight.	

DaSng	from	1990,	E9	MOG	was	chosen	by	our	vendor	for	it’s	excepSonal	build	quality	having	been	restored	by	
renowned	Morgan	expert	Kevin	Vernon	of	Tudor	Motors.	During	the	process	the	car	benefiOed	from	many	
refinements	and	upgrades	and	it's	esSmated	that	the	parts	and	labour	costs	for	the	enhancements	and	upgrades	
‘E9	MOG’	enjoys,	would	be	in	the	region	of	£40,000	in	today’s	market.		

(Lorne	Goldman	photos)	
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These	include;	

• ·	RPI	new	Land	Rover	4.6-litre	V8	engine	-	recent	Dyno	
rolling-road	test	indicaSng	230bhp	

• ·	RPI	Piper	272	fast	road	cam	
• ·	RPI	lightened	flywheel	
• ·	RPI	Superflare	plenum	trumpets	
• ·	RPI	chromed	Morgan	plenum	chamber	
• ·	Jaguar/Bosch	AFM	
• ·	FSE	adjustable	rising-rate	fuel	pressure	regulator	
• ·	Mallory	Unilite	distributor	(bespoked	to	the	car)	
• ·	Mallory	high	performance	chrome	coil	
• ·	RPI	chromed	valve	covers	
• ·	Morgan	branch	manifolds	(metalized)	
• ·	Stainless	twin	Morgan	exhaust	system	
• ·	JEGS	polished	stainless	exhaust	Sps	
• ·	Griffin	bespoke	performance-fit	aluminium	radiator	
• ·	SPAL	electric	cooling	fan	
• ·	Mulberry	polished	aluminium	overflow	
• ·	Morgan	R380	5-speed	gearbox	(rebuilt)	
• ·	Morgan	Salisbury	steering	rack	
• ·	Mulberry	anS-tramp	bars	
• ·	Shortened	Morgan	rebound	springs	
• ·	Morgan	suspension	rear	hoop	
• ·	Hard	chromed	Kingpins	with	bronze	bushes	
• ·	Rutherford	AVO	shock	absorbers	(front	&	rear)	
• ·	Caparo	Morgan	brake	hydraulics	&	calipers	

(upgraded)	
• ·	Por\erfield	fast	road	brakes	
• ·	Kunifer	brake	lines	&	stainless	flexible	brake	hoses	
• ·	4	x	New	Michelin	Primacy	tyres	
• ·	Refurbished	alloy	wheels	
• ·	Fully	refurbished	chassis	(stripped,	primed,	painted	

&	sealed)	with	stainless	steel	fi[ngs	
• ·	Wooden	chassis	elements	removed	&	re-treated	

with	another	Cuprinol	coat	
• ·	New	Superform	(lightweight)	front	&	rear	wings	
• ·	Polished	Heart	of	England	front	&	rear	plinths,	door	latch	covers	etc	
• ·	Morgan	telescopic	mirror	bases	with	upgraded	mirrors	
• ·	Chromed	Morgan	windscreen	supports	
• ·	Polished	stainless	luggage	carrier	
• ·	Jaguar	X120	Tri-pod	halogen	headlamps	
• ·	Lucas	LR576	chrome	sport	lamps	
• ·	Bespoke	Kauffelt	dash	made	by	Mathias	(incorporaSng	VDO	instruments)	
• ·	Bespoke	rear	storage	bins	
• ·	6006E	6-Disc	CD	mulS-changer	(Burr	Walnut	Fascia)	with	Infinity	speakers	
• ·	Original	mohair	top,	tonneau	&	side-screens	
• ·	Classic	chrome	lap-latch	seatbelt	system	

The	car	appears	superbly	finished	in	Bentley	Sapphire	Blue	with	a	discreet	pearl-effect	and	the	original	leather	
upholstery	has	been	well	cared-for	and	remains	in	excellent	condiSon.	This	wonderful	Plus	8	benefits	from	a	
recent	service,	rolling-road	test	set-up	(230bhp),	a	‘no-advisory’	MOT	and	pleasingly,	our	vendor	is	generously	
including	the	appropriate	registraSon	E9	MOG	in	the	sale.
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Barn	Finds,	AucSons,	InteresSng	Cars	For	Sale,	and	Other	News	
This	secSon	will	report	sales,	aucSon	results,	barn	finds,	interesSng	cars	offered	for	sale,	and	any	perSnent	
informaSon	regarding	purchase	and	sales	of	Morgans.	If	you	know	of	any	sales	or	recent	barn	finds,	please	email	
morganlink@telus.net	so	they	can	be	included.

Recent	Sales	and	AucSons

Editor’s	Note:	
I	am	always	on	the	lookout	for	stories.	It	doesn’t	have	to	
be	a	full	arScle.	Point	form	works	and	I	can	write	it	for	
you.	Photos	are	greatly	appreciated.	Just	had	a	ride	in	
your	Morgan?	Snap	a	photo	and	drop	me	a	line	telling	
me	where	you	went.	Did	a	repair	or	maintenance	on	your	
Morgan?	Tell	me	what	you	did.	If	you	are	about	to	do	a	
project,	even	a	very	small	one,	snap	a	photo	and	share	
with	us.	See	a	Morgan	when	you	are	out	and	about,	snap	
a	photo	and	send	it	to	me.	Thanks	to	all	of	you	who	have	
been	keeping	me	supplied	with	material!

This	2016	Morgan	3-wheeler	sold	on	BaT	for	US48,250	
on	December	8,	2022.	

Parts	Available	-	Free!	

I	have	a	Mog	walnut	(maybe	burl)	and	I	think	
book	matched,	dash	board	with	a	locking	glove	box	(no	
key)	that	I	will	give	to	whomever	wants	it.	It	needs	to	
be	refinished.	They	will	need	to	pick	it	up	at	my	place.	

Don	Allen	-	604-465-0221.	(Maple	Ridge)	

cdonallen87@gmail.com		

This	1955	Morgan	Plus	4	DHC	sold	on	BaT	for	US$5100		
on	December	20,	2022.

Susan	Blake	with	her	photo	in	the	UK	Morgan	
Sports	Car	Club’s	2022	Calendar.	

CongratulaSons,	Susan!

mailto:cdonallen87@gmail.com
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Just	in	case	you	need	to	buy	yourself	a	liOle	something	extra!
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PACMOG	Regalia	
Contact	Brian	Nixon	for	any	regalia	requests		nixon.b@outlook.com	

Steve	SilleO	
Delta	LocaSon:	

Unit	2,	6455	64th	Street	
Delta,	BC		V4K	4E2	

Vancouver	Island	LocaSon:	
9709	Youbou	Road	
Youbou,	BC		V0R	3E1	

604-530-1433							www.panelcraJ.ca	

mailto:nixon.b@outlook.com


The	Morgan	Link 60 December	2022

	Pacific	Morgan	Owners	Group	

2023	Membership	ApplicaSon	

(Please	print	in	block	leOers)	

Date	___________________	New	_____		Renewal	_____	

Last	Name	_________________________	First	Name	_________________________	

Spouse/Partner	Last	Name	_____________________	First	Name	_______________________	

Address	_____________________________________________________________________	

City	_____________________	Province/State	_________	Postal/Zip	Code	________________	

Phone	___________________Cell	___________________	Work	________________________	

Email	address	________________________________________________________________	

Spouse	email	address	__________________________________________________________	

Morgans	-	ConSnue	on	the	back	if	you	have	more	than	two!	

1.	Year	__________	Model	__________	2-seater	_____	4-seater	_______	Colour	_____________	

Engine	type	__________________		VIN	or	Chassis	number	____________________________	

Comments?	_____________________________________________________________________	

2.Year	__________	Model	__________	2-seater	_____	4-seater	_______	Colour	_____________	

Engine	type	__________________		VIN	or	Chassis	number	____________________________	

Comments?	_____________________________________________________________________	

Members	names,	addresses,	telephone	numbers,	email	and	Chassis/VIN	are	published	to	other	PACMOG	
members	in	the	Roster.	You	may	opt	out	if	you	DO	NOT	want	your	informaSon	published	or	shared	with	
the	other	members	by	placing	a	check	mark	here.	________

2023	Membership	

Membership	is	only	$10	
Make	out	cheques	to	“PACMOG”	
Send	dues	and	completed	form	to:	

Pat	Miles,	Treasurer	
15410	Kildare	Drive	
Surrey,	BC		V3S	6B9	

Or	E-transfer	to	pat_miles@hotmail.com	

mailto:pat_miles@hotmail.com

